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SAVE MIGRATORY FISH 

IN RIVERS
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RIVERS FULL OF FISH



ALL FISH IN EUROPE 

ARE STUCK



www.amber.international

Adaptive Management of Barriers in European Rivers 

A  C O L L A B O R AT I V E  P ROJ EC T  F O R  G U I DA N C E  O N  BA R R I E R  
LO C AT I O N ,  R E M OVA L  A N D  M I T I G AT I O N  I N  E U RO P E

Horizon 2020



650,000 collected barriers

>1.2 MILLIONS BARRIERS

>100,000 OBSOLETE

https://amber.international/european-barrier-atlas/

https://amber.international/european-barrier-atlas/


Documentary: Lachs quo vadis

Europeans have forgotten how
productive and rich our rivers were a 
century ago

www.worldfishmigrationday.com/news/150/films-you-can-watch-at-home

http://www.worldfishmigrationday.com/news/150/films-you-can-watch-at-home


Global Swimways

We need to map last free-flowing rivers left and protect them

https://www.cambridgeconservation.org/project/global-swimways-balancing-conservation-of-migratory-fishes-and-development/


LIVING PLANET INDEX 
FRESHWATER 

MIGRATORY FISH

-76%
Download: 

worldfishmigrationfoundation.com
/living-planet-index-2020/

https://worldfishmigrationfoundation.com/living-planet-index-2020/


South Korea: 4 Major River Project

Let’s not keep doing the same mistakes, LET’S DO THINGS MUCH BETTER!

Source: Jenny Shin (Korean Federation from Envinronment Movement)

https://damremoval.eu/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/2515-JSHIN_KFEM_RestorationOfFourMajorRivers_colloqueSELUNE2019_bd.pdf


FRANCE >2.400*
SWEDEN >1.600*
FINLAND >500
SPAIN >300
UK >200
NETHERLANDS >50
ESTONIA >5
ITALY 3
SWITZERLAND 1
GERMANY hundreds (no inventories)

DENMARK hundreds (no inventories)

https://damremoval.eu/

Source: Dam Removal Europe Map

* Collapsed + man removed



Dam Removal Policy Reportwww.damremoval.eu

http://www.damremoval.eu/
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Dam Removal Europe

EU Biodiversity Strategy 2030 

“Restoring at least 25,000 km 
of rivers to be free-flowing”



Economic benefits during and after dam 
removal works

14

“Restoration economy”

Restoration projects generate 
equal to or greater economic 
benefits than other types of 
projects such as road and 
bridge construction”.



Government has planned to use 18 Million Euros to restore their rivers

Screen-shot from LoveFlows documentary

dam removal in political agenda



Disney Finland Comic

Well informed citizens



Fantastic awareness campaign



Tikkurila Weir, Vantaa City

Finland

https://damremoval.eu/portfolio/tikkurila-dam-vantaa-finland/





7,200 BARRIERS >1,600 USERS



https://www.worldfishmigrationday.com/downloads/

We need to teach children THE HUGE IMPORTANCE OF FREE-FLOWING RIVERS

Free-download
children’s book in 

13 different
languages



DAM BUSTERS



Biggest dam removal in 
Europe (May 2019, France)



¡¡Muchas gracias!!
Muito Obrigado!!
Merci beaucoup!!

Thank you very much!!

Pao Fernández Garrido
World Fish Migration Foundation

pao@fishmigration.org


