
The Mekong Feeds Millions         
Dams Threaten Southeast Asia’s Vital Lifeline

The Mekong is the longest river in Southeast Asia, and the twelfth longest river in the 
world. The Mekong supports the  livelihoods and food 
security of 7 in 10 of its basin’s inhabitants through 
agriculture and one of the most productive and diverse 
freshwater fisheries in the world. Their livelihoods are 
threatened by 82 existing dams in the watershed and a further 153 under construction or 
planned, including 11 dams that would block the lower mainstem Mekong.


