The Mekong Feeds Millions

Dams Threaten Southeast Asia’s Vital Lifeline
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The Mekong is the longest river in Southeast Asia, and the twelfth longest river in the "
security of 7 in 10 of its basin’s inhabitants through

agriculture and one of the most productive and diverse

threatened by 82 existing dams in the watershed and a further 153 under construction or
planned, including 11 dams that would block the lower mainstem Mekong.
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More than 60 million people live in the Lower Mekong Basin, and
half of them live within 15km of the river. The Mekong is a lifeline
for over 70 ethnic groups. It is known by many names: near its

headwaters it is called the Turbulent River. Downstream it is
the Mother of Waters. And near its delta, it is called the
Nine-tailed Dragon.

DAMMING THE FLOW THREATENS FOOD SECURITY

Seasonal flooding is key to productive farms and fisheries health
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Crops are grown
to be eaten or
sold and fish stocks
are renewed

Nutrients stimulate
the food web
and enrich soll

Floodwaters inundate
land and carry
valuable nutrients
and sediment

However, hydropower projects in China and the 3S rivers will
cut the sediment load (~160-165 million tonnes/yr) by 50 %
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With the addition of planned mainstem
dams the load would be halved again

The dams will cause a net
loss in agricultural production

Losses due to inundation
by dams, lost nutrients
from sediment trapping,
and lost riverbank gardens

totals $50 million/yr
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